142    The Last Year of Offensive Warfare.   1758
brought to an end by the loss of a great convoy of 3,000
or 4,000 waggons.
The officer who destroyed the convoy was   Major-
General  Laudon.    Laudon had as yet held  only sub-
ordinate commands, but he was by far the most
s" °n' capable general in the Austrian army, and
soon eclipsed the fame of the prudent, timid Daun,
the Fabius Cunctator of Austria, as they called him at
Vienna. With the exception of Eugene he was the
greatest general the Austrians ever had. In rapidity,
energy, and inventiveness he was hardly inferior to Fre-
derick, and if he had had the same control over the armies
and resources of Austria that Frederick Had over those
of Prussia, the Seven Years'. War might not improbably
have ended differently. Like Eugene, and like many of
the great Austrian soldiers, Laudon was a foreigner. He
came of an old Scotch family which had settled in Livonia
in the fourteenth century, and in 1731, when in his
fifteenth year, he entered the Russian army and learned
the art of war under the celebrated Marshal Miinnich.
In 1742 he quitted the Russian service, and in the fol-
lowing year offered his sword to Frederick of Prussia.
Skilful as Frederick usually was in reading character, he
failed to discover any merit in Laudon, and contempt-
uously refused his application for a captaincy, saying,
< the physiognomy of that man is offensive to me.' Laudon
then repaired to Vienna, obtained a commission from
Maria Theresa, and eventually became the most formid-
able enemy Frederick ever had. In this respect, again,
his fortunes present a parallel with those of Eugene, who
was refused first a prebend, then a troop of dragoons, by
Louis XIV., before he entered the service of Louis' great
enemy.
The loss of the convoy compelled Frederick to raise
the siege of Olmiitz, and placed him in considerable peril.

